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NEWS AND NOTICES 
This department is devoted to news of appointments, promo- 
tions, deaths, and other events of interest to historians of 
mathematics. For this information, "Historia Mathematical' depends 
upon interested individuals everywhere to send items of timely 
interest to the editor so that the wider conrmunity of historians 
of mathematics may be kept informed of noteworthy activity 
throughout the world. 
NEW JOURNAL IN THE HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 
The Indian Society for History of Mathematics (ISHM) has an- 
nounced that it will begin publication of a Bulletin/Newsletter 
in the near future. Dr. R. C. Gupta, Associate Professor of 
Mathematics, Birla Institute of Technology, has been appointed 
Editor of the Bulletin of the ISHM. He is a member of the 
British Society for History of Mathematics, and of the Canadian 
Society for History and Philosophy of Mathematics. He is also 
a member of the International Commission on the History of 
Mathematics. 
In addition to being a newsletter of the ISHM, the Bulletin 
will serve as a forum for discussion and the expression of ideas 
concerning teaching and research in the history of mathematics. 
It will be a medium for dissemination of news about conferences 
and meetings, and all other information related to the history 
of mathematics. The Bulletin of the ISHM will accept short 
papers, articles, reviews of books and notices of other relevant 
materials. For further information, readers may write to the 
editor: Dr. R. C. Gupta, Birla Institute of Technology, Ranchi, 
India. 
ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM IN MATHEMATICS 
The American Mathematical Society’s Committee to Monitor 
Problems in Communication has been considering ways in which 
the immediate past history of mathematical developments, other 
than the published technical literature, can be preserved. The 
Committee’s attention has focused on an oral history program, 
in which archival transcripts would be made of extensive inter- 
views with mathematicians who have played key roles in the 
development of institutions, organizations, research programs 
or national efforts involving mathematics. Management of this 
kind of program would require the serious professional commit- 
ment of a person trained in both mathematics and some aspects 
of history. If such a person were available and interested, it 
is anticipated that funding could be obtained, from government 
agencies or private foundations, for the support of the work, 
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Qualified persons who might be interested in making a sub- 
stantial commitment to a program of this sort are invited to 
write to Professor George Seligman, Department of Mathematics, 
Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut 06520, including with 
the letter a curriculum vitae and whatever other evidence of 
competence for this kind of work the writer might consider rele- 
vant. Writers are encouraged to describe, in whatever detail 
they can, particular projects or subjects they would be inter- 
ested in studying from the present point of view. 
******** 
MEETINGS 
In this department every effort is made to publish timely 
announcements of future meetings , as well as reports of events 
and papers presented at past meetings. For this we rely on the 
organizers of meetings to send us announcements as earIy as pos- 
sible, and on colleagues in each country to send us reports of 
local activities in the history of mathematics. Unnecessary 
duplication may be avoided by checking with the editor or the 
nearest member of the International Commission listed on the 
back cover of "Xistoria Mathematical' before submitting reports 
to this department. 
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON THE LIFE AND WORK OF 
CHRISTIAAN HUYGENS 1629-1695 
AMSTERDAM 22 - 25 AUGUST 1979 
The great Dutch scientist Christiaan Huygens was born on 
April 14, 1629. To mark the 350th anniversary of his birth an 
international symposium on the life and work of Christiaan 
Huygens will be held in Amsterdam in August of 1979. Organized 
by a committee of Dutch scholars under the Auspices of the Royal 
Netherlands Academy of Sciences, the Symposium will explore vari 
ous aspects of Huygen's work in the light of recent research, 
placing it in its contemporary context and assessing its impact 
on the development of science. The Programme of the Symposium 
will include a number of papers by invited scholars actively 
engaged in research of Huygens l life and work or on its context. 
There will be two sessions for shorter communications. The in- 
vited speakers, and the themes of their papers, are as follows: 
Prof. A.G.H. Bachrach (Leiden): "The role of the Huygens family 
in 17th century Dutch culture"; Dr. H.J.M. 30s (Utrecht): 
"Huygens and Mathematics"; Dr. H.F. Cohen (Leiden): "Huygens 
and Music"; Dr. W.A. Gabbey (Belfast): "Huygens and Mechanics"; 
Prof. R. Hahn (Berkeley): "Huygens' scientific contacts in 
Copyright @ 1979 by Academic Press, Inc. 
All rights of reproduction in any form reserved. 
